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Coral and Mongolian Ethnic Jewelry

II corallo nella gioielleria etnica della Mongolia
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1. The Ethmic Jewel

I.1. The precious metaphor

Then the lond of Buddba_. will be enchan-
tirg, pure, rich, prosperous ond peocefil.. i
will conain an ovea divided i eigh! sguares
surrounded by gold Foes, eoch of which will
be made precious by o dree that will bear
fruit mode of gold, sifver, furquorse, conol,
pearts, emerolds and sopphives.” This is how
Soddharma Sokyamini described Roradise fo
his disciple Saviputa in the Soddhosme Pun-
dorike, In Oriental phitosophy, through the
mediation of Hinduwism and Buddhism, deco-
rofian is seen as o metophor thet foenslioles
the rleals of foith. The metophor designs the principles of supemonity, simgui-
rily and refinement, and of the same time of supreme perfection,

in the thirteenth cenfury the mew religious phifosophy; onimated by complex ri-
feaalls, g the philosaphy of the elite that governed the virst land covering the
termitarics drom Kove o Eostern Ewvope, wene brought fogether by the proselyti-
sm ol the Boddhist prests in Nibet. Moybe not even Khublod Khar imagimed fow
much this event would hove infioenced the history of Mongolia, Snce then the
worship of the cult of [ema, the condocts ond cwlturol exchonge with Tibel sha-
ped the theyght and customs of the Mongo! papuwation, resiling in o specal
form of expression, o combingtion of art form and Ifestyle that is still present.
The avtists ond ovirsans from Mongobio ond Tibel obseneed the socred fexts when
making both their works of socred iconogrophy and personal embellishment.

The jewel wos conceived for the subtle and poignant spirituel quolity that mel-
gious proctice emboabes. The thiee essenbiol fundaments of Buddhism, Buddho,
his teoching ond the pricst commuenity, ore colled the precious Three JewelsT The
bedhisattva, the compassionate enflighfencd that ove reborm in the imperfect ho-
man amivee fo ndicate the woy foworols beration, ore cafied Raina, gem. The
virfues of the enbightemed monarch, cakrvarting are desonbed o5 the “Seven
Gems” The Buddhist moster Gompopoe wte o essay on the Mahoyona Wy to
Libermtion calied The Jeve] of Liberation.

Furthermane, in socred foanagrapfy the abun-
dance of jewels is seen nof as meaningiess
ermbelishment, but as indication of precise
subime  charoctensies  thal would  pod
otherwise be percened The representalion
of bodhisativa is odomed by o myriod of re-
gol vestments that codify its sublime stote
of enlightenment. fa the words of Coomon-
swarty, the ornament & “whaot fits o charoe-
ter”, therefore il is similor fo beouly ond fo
what 5 oppropriote, o whol solisfes one's
oesthelic and spirffool serse.

The model of pecfection that oroments em-
body became reference fypes for the jewels
of men and women. Far Mohoyone Buddhi-
si5 choosing the proper jewel means knowing how fo oppreciale the weallh
that e offers us, withoul depending on i and withoot ignoving the qlobol
deversity of experiences that leod fo detochment from desiee. It is the seanch
for the balonce of oesthetics ond asceticis,

1.2, Mimor of cultusal identity

In the West jewels maindy Aulfll an cesthelic regasan, meont io make o person
fook micer, Jewels are the expression of one’s individuality, of wealth and
outhdtity, In countries fike Mangodio, where troditiono! culfure is dominant, o
Jewel tokes on a loeger rode, Mot only does it indicote one's faste, but it also
canveys symbolic messeges conmected fo the history and religion of the cul-
ture in which the jewel was canceived, It suggests personal wenlth and re-
veals one’s poiitical ond social position. Officials who held o governing rolke
cowld, ond hod to, weor certoin ormoments, teken from the rank chossificolian
of the Chinese Qing dynasty, The governing ministers of the Mongol Khanoto
ware @ hot which had o ruby ot the top, while miitary officers, men of low
and educators wore covml. Nothing i casua! ia the realm of ethmic jewels Al
symbols, shopes and matenods defire the persan who wears them, Ormaments
are tronsformed into Sdentily cands”, o concentrate of visunl signois, through
which ecch member of society con anderstond who it 5 he's facing. The fenel
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tedts the story of the persan, his ethnic bock-
ground, religion, ks rofe i sooety, Jewels foke
an different meanings eccording fo Hhe emi-
ronment i which they are wsed Omaments
could seemingly be simply decomine, instood
they are on indispensable component, o form
of expression, and the imoge of o sockdy:

.3 Amulbets and Talismams

Jewels embody refigious ond trbal bebefs
thot bowder inte mogic. They become the
means for one fo word off bod luck and fo
boost ones potendiol. Thus the “omulef-
jewels” or the “tafismon-fewels”, which can be
defined as omoments that come fram the de-
sire fo protect oneself. The precursor of the
decorotive jewel was i foct an omament
whose rofe wos fo presenve humon life. This
concept of o jewel 0% o protectar con be fro-
ced bock to many cultures, prodecting the in-
dividual or the group from the donger of se-
parotion. in order to fulfill such o tosk, jewels
contmined fypion! propétiatory elements which
were inteqroted with or shsorbed in the deco-
mtive motif. Over the eros many papuiations
bebeved thot corol possessed these qualities.
Amulets protect o person from evil and defend him from external dongers,
they newtrafize bod luck and are therapeutic in peneral and specific ilnesses.
flismans, on the other hond, bring good forfune, wealth ond fertility. These
two fumchions are offen combined in dthe same amoments that are frie works
of refined jewellery for the richness of the moteniols used ond the clever
croftsmanship. Coral, olong with other gems, was also known for its thouma-
furgic qualities mod was often chasen for amue! bowes. In on essoy of Tibefan
medicing, the Blue Beryl, written in the fofe seventeenth century, we reod:
od coral alleviates fewer of the Fver and ducts®
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Mongadian in “tarfok”, the
irmeitianal summer clothes

1.4, Meaning and function of coral in
Mongol ethnic jewerly

I ol societies the sefection of onchelypol
muaterials, notwithstmading their availobility,
is affen conditioned by cwlturm choices. The
mid-Asion coundres were rich i luruoise
and pode, however coml cawght the fancy of
the distant horsemen of the Mangol sleppes,
the nomods of the mid-Asion plafeous ond
the mauatoin popwation of the Hirmalmyas.
Life in soditary and deserted places, the ceén-
seiess search for Ivestook postures, and the
strong refigious sense combined with the
memory of shaman-magic cufls ked o @ sin-
gle wision of the uaknown and fo the com-
mon expression of their culfunl Wkeness in
art ond in personol oramenis.

Coral become the sign of vite! energy ond
mysterious symbolie forces, maybe fov ils
songuine red color, its indeffnite origin, ifs
durnhiity and its mogic. These quolities ge-
nerofed the common idea that corol flfilleg
an auspicions purpose for the protection of
well-being, health and qood fortune. This be-
Lief is amazingly close fo the trodition of our
populor jewe! and may be o further indication of the culturel mterchange
between the East and the aveas of fishing ond crafting of corl

I Buddhism red represents light and all the jewels that combine elements of
covinl [red = fire) ond furquoise [Bue = air] epilomize the perfect fusion of ne-
dural efements. The vitel color of corol abtrocts the popwlabions of the mono-
chromatic emaronment of the sleppe, making it @ symbol of happiness. Only
during the bref summer the platsaws in Mangalio are fouched with the colors
of the bive, red ond yeffow fowers that the women use to odom themselves.
The intensity of these colors seduces the women thot try o kengthen info the
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Womaon of the Buryat ethnic group
(from E.E Oukhtomsky, “The journey
of the Crown Prince”, 1893]

bare, cold winter the pleasure of odorming
themsehves with the same colors wsing tur-
quoise, amber ond coral Such wos the
“armutetic” volie of coml that no nomod
fram Moagalio or Tibet would stovt o jour-
ney or o pilgrimoge without toking o ot least
o beod. Even the statues of Buddho mod ve-
nerated masters ore “profected” by nich red
decorations. Somefimes the socred icons are
given the personal abjects of the believers,
a5 Buddhists believe thot eoch offer is de-
served ond strengthens the bind befween he
wha offers mod the socred.

In the period between the collopse of the
empire of Genghis Khon and the return of
the officio refligion of lama Budohism in fhe
sixteenth centuny, Mongols pursued the on-
cient cult of shaman. However even the con-
verted  Buddhists mamtoined o subdued
wovship for the spirils considered sacred by
the shamans, mediated by the icons of the
Buddhist poentheon. Object and formulas re-
lgtive to the archoic magic rites were also
introdwoed to the new Fiurgy

One of the most representolive COrEmOnIes,
that preserves traces of shamanistic ritvals, is Tsam, the socred dance i wii-
¢h the protogonists masked os divinities destroy the ones representing the
demaoniac forces that hinder the reoching of enlightenment. The power of sa-
ored donces is considered to be found in the mosks. Terifying and comicol
fentures one expressed in the finces of the pralecting forces and the mean spi-
rits. The doncers, who are all priests, fall into o trance identifying themsehves
with the character represenied by the mask. In Mangolio and in Tibet, where
tronce was regularly used fo exovcise evil and fo communicate with the su-
pernaturl, masks ave very impartont. (ne of these mosks, Begtse, the warmor
spirit wha protects the supreme heod of Buddhism in Mongolo ard, by exten-

sion, oll of the nation, is complehely covertd
by coral bends and wears a crown of skolls.
His termifying and ferocious appearance is
heightened by the omoments and by the
burning shade of the coral. This mosterprece,
the wark of ortisan priests, is one the most
significant exomples of goldsmith art ap-
plied to rebigious cull objecrs.

2 The historical route towands “Tartaria™

The “amubetic” qualities of corl, the Medier-
rnean ireasre which wos belfieved [ hove
magical powers and fo positeely influence
human life, migented beyond the seas to be
mhsovted with the some eose by Onenin! phi-
losophy ' Coramerce betwepn West and Fast
become the vehicle of echange of thought
and customs, Coml wos considensd o peocious
and coveted good, being as it was rich in allu-
re and highly symbolicol

fn Maturalis-Historia Plinio the Old woderfi-
ned the impoartance of coml among the In-
digns: “Auvctoritas bacorum eius non minus
Inglarum vivis quoque prefiosa est quam fe-
minis nostrs uniones fodic” (Coral beods
are nat less appreciated by Indion men, not less than the lorge pearis of the
Roman women)] Naturalis Historia, X0001-X1-23].

Throughout the Romag Empire coral was considered o valuable exchange
counterpart for chershed oriental products [sprces, sik, essences, gems and
pearls], until the ¢xpansion of the Amb market frogmented diree! exchange
between the Mediterranean and Asie. On most of the 15,000 kilamefer iline-
rary that we now call ‘The Rood of Silk", goods passed from hand o e,
fram covgvan fo caravan, fram segment fo seqment carrying the frogmented
and ganfused tales that fed the myth of Cog and Magog for centuries, descr-
bing an wnknown, distoat and terrifying world.
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{ne can easily imagine that Venetians fovo-
red the exchonge of glass and crystal, whe-
reas the Genoans prefered coral, which they
grew'gnd crofted. From the chronicks of the-
s trips we kearn aboul the stary of the Ge-
noan Ardald di Sovignone wha, sent by the
Emperor Toghon Tinur to take o message
the Pope, upon retumning from Gepoa camied
with him gifts for the court of the Khan, such
as horses, jewels and coral On the woy [0
Crimen Andald stopped in Noples where be
wos expected by o papal deeqanion, Jed by
the Fronciscan Giovanni Movignod, which
accompanicd him to the Drient. Naples hod
afso been the destingtion of anather ambas-
sodor, Roban Souma, o Tivk from Ching, desi-
gnated by Arghun, Khan of the Mongols of
lrari, to heod on embassy in Ewrope. fn hrs
travel digry Souma pdmiringly, spoke of No-
ples, the city where Irid Charladou [King
Charfes N) reigned, and that he lked most,
together with Genoa and P,

Two dromatic events ruined the idyllic situa-
tion of political and economical exchange A

that hod kosted rearly o century, the “block gy
plogue” that devastated the known world

from 1344 to 1348 and the Ming rebellion

that marked the surrender of the Mangol empire in 1368. But interest i the
Meditertanean coral stayed alive in the Otient. Dening the entire era of the
Mirg (1368 -1644] and Qing [1644=1912] dynnstics, covel was @ FOCUmng
part of the contributions set o Ching from Tibet, In the sixteenth, seven-
teenth mod cighteenth cenfuries, Genoo, Trapani, Naphes and Livomo nurfured
a market that was not harmed by the changes of fashion, through camplica-
te routes and infinite possoges from hand to Rand Caleuttn, in the quif of
Bengulo, became the distribution center for all the Orient. In the exghteenth

century Livorno sent o large part of its pro;
duction there. [n 1876, in his book an bove!
Jers in Tibet Markhom wrote that in thus,na
tion toral beads thot come from Bengolo
were the second-most precious toade good
and that'the coral was sent to Tertaria from
Tibet. In the same period the Russian colonel
Prejevolsky reported that: “Mried women
decorated their hmirdos with' sepments of
silver ond red corol, which i prized among
Mongols” It might have been corod from Tor-
re del Greco. The “round” corol that orrived
in Cafcutta in the 18808 and “apenwork” co-
vl i Madras certminfy, were, as the Imperal
Garzetteer documented in 1907: “The com-
merce of coral originates mainly in Maly. It 1=
reputed that o company in Moples exports
coral for the gmount of 0.000 rupees [the
equivalent of 20000 pounds] ta Caleutta
Tarre del Greco hod become the link of this
extroardigary connection betweer West and
Eost. Thanks to the new poditical ang culfy
ral stobility in Mangalio, this comhechion
would perfect ond envich the commence of
the patrimony that the sea hod gven, o
Torre ond that has made the town fomols
throughout the world.

3. The personal jewels of the Maongalian ethnic grougs

Just as for many other nomad populations, Mongolians invested o lovpe part
of their personal weaith in jewelry and in other precious objects that could be
eaily moved ond exchonged for money. Kweis were not simply the sign of
the wenlth of o family and of the cass of the womma that ware them, but ol-
s0 the symbaol of the cuftural identily of eoch ethnic group. The nuptiol dowry
which was fo be given by the family of the bride, along with camels, horses




and cortle, included siver and coral jewelry, such as heoddress armaments,
earrings, brocetets and rings.

A1, Headdress omaments

Notwithstanding certain analagies among ethnic groups, different were the
styfes, the manners of foang hair ond different were the omaments created,
The present forms of headdress omaments hove been somewhal influenced
by the style of the Monchurion Chinese, who govered the Mangolian popuia-
tions and territory from the seventeenth fo the beginning of the twenticth
century. The boghtag, the prominent structure thot elevated the figure,
making it mare emblematic, seems to date back to more ancient times, This is
confirmed by the descriptions of medievol trovellers, like the Franciscan
monks Giovonni Pian def Carpine mad William of Rubruk. Sitver and corl were
determining and comman components of oif these ormaments.

3.2 The Ehalkha, Dariganga and Mmyangad

Khalkha, the forgest group forming J0% of the present population, are the
ethaic group that adjusted less to Sino-Manchurian cutture; in fact they defi-
ne themsehves the result of “the union between naturl spirits and herds” The
legendary origin of femole henddresses is meationed by the Donish explorer
and ethocgrapher Hoslumd-Christensen, who offered o plausible mterpreto-
tion of their symbolic meanings. The expert believed that there was o geame-
irical affinity between Khalkho heoddresses and the horns of the wild sheep
Ovis Ammon) that live in the ploterus ood play on impartont role in the eco-
narmy of Morgol populations. The herds of sheep ave indispensable to the sur-
wivil of the nomad shepherd groups, as they ensure food support and provide
the basic material for clothing and the feft used to cover the round fenls, ger,
the traditianal dwellings of the steppes. Christensen’s theary is counlerpain-
ted by the one that sees, in the heoddresses, the representotion of o dainrty
taken from the Mindu pantheon, thot is Goruda, the mythical solor bird that
hod special auspicious powers associoted with the bird’s notural rode of pre-
dator of snakes, which were symbols of evil. The winged deity protected from
dinesses connected fo water ond fo snokes,

In Khalkha hairstyles the hair of the brides is combed info two bands soaked
in @ sticky cintment (prepared with finen seeds, sheep fof or eggs) that make

the hair “os hord as wood”, The bands are molded into two wide shapes that
stick out to the sides of the hood and are kept steody by segments of silver,
fimely chiseled with coral. These great “wings” end in broigs that ove sheathed
in cyfinders mode of sifk brocode on which there are plotes of sifver engraved
in flowery patterns and cornl. The elements of the henddress are both functio-
nal and beautifying, The headdress is compieted by o sifver and corl heod pie-
oe, ohtoched fo which there ore chains of brokded sitver, The Khofkba hrodaress
omaments are the bride’s dowry and are given by the family to the bode on the
marming of the wedding during o ceremony in which the hair of the bride is
combed ke o * marred woman's”, avghai khun,

A similar henddress can be faund omong the Myangod and Darigango ethnic
qroups. In the Frst group the shape maintoins the two big “homs®, of which
only the ports that enclose the broids are devorpled with sifver, furguaise ond
cornl, Amang the Dariganga the beoid-covers underscore the grandness of the
heoddress, in foct each segment is richly studded by sumpiuous conals.

32 The Bunyat

The henddress omaments of the Buryat, o notive group of the region- surmoun-
dling the Boikol foke who presently live in the north-eastern terifonies, have lit-
He in common with the ather qroups. Their ormaments are move modest ond
plain than the Khatkha omaments, ond feature twa wood or metal sticks ploced
over the envs, sometimes decovnted in sitver-oad coml, that support fake or real
braids. The sticks, that are o-prerogalive of movried woman, are somefimes de-
comled with strings-of coral A band decorated with large beads of ambey, ma-
lachite, mother-of-pear] and coral covers their farehead, Duning winder the or-
nomeriiol heodband is obtached to @ worm fur hat.

1.4 The Uzemchin

The headdress amaments of the ethnic group that lives in the sowthern terri-
tories of Mongalio, the Lizemehin, features long conds, coffed shuren tatuurga,
made of beads of coral, omber, turquoise and caloved gloss. The cords frame
the foce and are long enough fo-cover the brest The band that s tied
around the head holding the tascode of kose cords is studded by sifver plales
that were sometimes in enomel occovding to the Chinese fechmiguie:

I its-whole the headdress is Jess sumptuous compared to the ones of the




oiher ethnic groups and its emphasis is nof given by the farge quantity of sl
ver psed bul by the beads of corof and by their elaborate and ingemious pat-
tern. This pariiculor composition loaks like the heoddress of terfain Tibet lama
which is decovoted by o similor frome of cords that wards off ol spints, oc-
cording o Buddhist traditions. The predaminant cofor, the red of the coral, is
linked to the most orthodox Loma sects, grouped under the name of “red
hats” that distinguish them from the reformed sect, colfed “yeflow hots® whi-
ch is identified with the color of amber, The frequent use of these fwo efe-
menis s The proof of the worship of these hwo orders.

1.5 Earrings

The jewelry of Mongalio presents o style of carrings, suike, that i of such a
sire and weight (over 500 groms) that they can be worn only if atfoched ro
the hair ov set over the eov, 5o that their weight does nol couse irmeversibie
defarmation of the eor lobe. This technique is ofso used in Tibet for the im-
pressive eavrings made of gald or silver, corof and turguorse. The Moagal po-
pulations seem fo hove odopled the style of the eorrings of Tibel, in siyle,
shape and manner of wearing them. [n the past the Mongals ware o single
eorring in their keft lobe to indicate their exclusive social chass, fike the Tibet
prefects ond officiols, the dzong-pon,

Among the eomings that ove directly hooked fo the ear lobe, there are some
which ore specifically mode to indicofe that the person who is weariag them
has passed through the ritual of engogement. The Ordos include o pair of sil-
ver earrings in the so-calied “five white gifts™ thot ore donated during the
wedding ceremony; together with o white fomp, milk, boiled mutton ond o
white scarf.

1.6 Bracelets and rings

Brocetets olso carmy o symbotic meaning in weddings. A girl that ocoep(s a pair
of brocelets from @ man means thet she is serously considering fis proposal
Wrist cuffs ond brocelets, which ove almast ahways made of sifver, are decon-
ted in patterns that recall Buddhist symbodism ond decomlive motifs, ond are
oiways studoed in “amuletic® coral fn Mongalio they used fo wear fings oa

their thumbs rather than on other fingers. This custom might be connected to
their use of the avcher ring thot the horsemen wove on their thumbs for a bet-
ter grip on the bow and armows. The Buryat, similarly to the papulations of Ii-
bet, put rimgs that ave karger than the size of o finger on their broids.

3.7, Personal accessonies of daily use

Just 0% o vepetion “vicisheo” cowld not do without his todelry sef in the
17005, the nomad of the piateaws hove o rich armay of personal ofbyjects. Sauff
bottles, steels, knives, chopsticks, tweezers, nor olips ond needle boxes are in-
dications of sociol stotus and wealth, Momad papulations ofways corry 0 set
of objects which are indispensable fo the doily activity of the camps and fo
the long journcys foliowing the herds. Becouse the traditional Moagal costu-
me, del, does not have pockets, these occessonies are hung fo the belts on nch
and efnborate hooks, thus becoming not anly functional but ofso armamental.
Snuff tobocco, and foboooo bases, became popuior in Mongolio only in the fost
cenfuny, even though it seems that its wse was known since the 1600s. The ex-
change of tobocog boxes was associated to the ritvals of welcoming guests and
proceded ond ended oll business ogreements. Ancient emperors donafed refined
sauff botties to courtiers and foreign dignitaries, especially to the veneratie fo-
mia that come from fibet.

The shope and croftsmanship of the snuff bottles came from Ching while the
choice of the materals, from plain glass to precious jode, vavied oocoveling fo
focm ovailobility ond the purse of the purchaser. The reody evailobdity of hand
stones and ogate in Mongafio fovared the widesprend use of these materls
Cornl was employed for the stoppers of the small botties. A legend is connected
io the tobocco baxes, novreling how Jama doctrine hod overcome an evil king
who supparted the dark cult of the shamans. When Mangols hold the bortles
they press on the stoppers, crushing the heod of the wicked sovereign and cele-
broting the end of the “biock docinine”

Qther doily wse objects are the purses in studded feather and the beautiful
steels with steel blodes used fo friction the fint, decoroled with sifver medn-
dions and corol applications. The knives ove enchased i sheaths studded in co-
ol and turquoise, which also hold kong ivory chopsticks. Pipes were olso part
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of the personal sets; 30 fo 50 centimeters lang, their sitver mouthpicce and
bow! are to be consitered true jewels, for their precious metalwork of embos-
The aesthetic purswit of the goldsmiths includes the hamesses of the vigorous
hvses, ireploceable companions of the men of the platesus. The front and
back of the saddles, the decorntive plotes and pendmnts of the homesses are
superh warks of goidsmithry The multi-loyered gilt bronze openwork plates
ave set with furguaise ond corol cobochons,

3.9, Gau - the precious religuaries

One of the accessaries that the Mangalians wear doily is the religuary, giu,
wntroduced in Mongolio by Tibel. Giu enclose sacred scriptures and mantrn
mvystical formulas), frogments of relics or smal objects blessed by Lamo, So-
me (u have o frontal opeaing to aliow the ioon they hold fo be seen. The in-
seriptions and magical formulas, the socred imoges and relics that the giu
keep, have the funclion of mediators between the supernaturol world and the
human iife. Thus they are an integrol element of Loma Buddhist religious be-
lef and, af the some time, amwlets that protect from evil spirits and influen-
ces posilively that oven of ife which is uncontrolled by man.

Gdu ove forged in silver or copper, ond sometimes decorated with Buddhist
sacred symbols waviously crafted or with lorge beods of coral They are usvally
hung on intertwining or ring chains, or an neckloces mode of beads of coral,
ivory or shelfs.

3.10. Cratsmamship and decorative matifs

Genghis Khan in primis and then oll of his successors dvd not underestimote The
contribulion that-the croftsmen of the conquered papulations brought to the
romad Mongobian cufture. The special peivifeges and tox-exemption that wars
offered to forcigners encournged the immigration of valiant goldsmiths from Ti-
bet and China. With the support of the khon, the goldsmith craftsmanship of
Titbel deeply influenced the choice of fechnigies, mteniols and symbalical mea-
nings of the amaments, paraliel to the oction of Buddbism of Tibet that brow-
ght new, reforming concepts o Mangalion philosophy; starting o histarical-rel-
gious convergence between the two countries that stil losts

The-itinerant Mongodiar silversmiths, the darkhan, folfowed the requests. of

the nomod sociely. that is to soy that they learned how o satisfy the siyles
of the different buyers and to creote o network of interrelations amang them.
Sumilar shapes of ornaments, decorotive motifs and craftsmanship, permeated
by Chinese and Tibet characters, are found in ethaic groups for apart from eo-
ch other, even if eoch of them reveal o particilar charocter, Affer cénturies of
wondering, o few fxed markets rose near Lama temples, and the inpate com-
mercil toleal of the Tibetans and Mongofians was extended fo the priests
wha becmme expert sthversmibhs,

In Mongotian jewellry embassing ond engroving are fwo techniques that are
integrated one with the other Embassed silver acquires volume and vitality
and engrovement defines its contours and intensifies the chiaroscura, enfan-
cing the manuficture of minute defails. The oncient tradition of the filigree
technigue reaches o high level of quality in Mangolian goldsmithry. In certain
pieces of jewellry filigree does not hove o purely decorative function, as it
completes amnd supports the enamel or the setting of the coml

The decarative motifs express, ance ogain, an interesting syncretism between
Chinese decorations aad the iconographic elements of Tibetan Buddhism whi-
th have been absorbed and merged i the Mongalion repertaire. Becurrent si-
gns connecled to Buddhist symbolism ore the eight “Signs of Good Fortune™
the Wheel of Low or chakra [representing the wnity of oll things and the tea-
chings of Buddhal, the Shel ar o (the propitiating voyoge, the Umbrello or
san (the respect for hierarchyd, the Conopy or kai [victary aver ignorance and
death), the Lotus Flower orhua [the purity and perfection of Buddba that ri-
ses aver the transitory world), the U or kuan (the holy receptacie of truth),
the Two Fish or yu [ithe love reftionship ond spiritual freedom), g the My-
stic Knot ar chang fefemity tht hos no beginning or ending and the filio-
clousness of time] These signs ove the most recurrently réproduced.

Amang the eight Precious Things™ cannected to good luck, the “lazenge”, sym-
bod of victory, and the Jewel”, the round sign in connection with, the drgon, are
the designs that are mas! often portroyed in headdress amaments.

From Taoism come the eight “Charocters of Immortality” [the fitte, the bo-
sket, the fon, the sword, the costonets, the hoWow pumpkin, the hollow bam-
boa with magic chopsticks and the latus flower], soch referring fo on ipisode
of the life of the “lmmartals” Also inspired by the Chinese are many other sty-
lized signs, such as shou, o wish for o lang fife reproduced in different styles
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