Concerning the spiritual significance of the number four, Tyon declared:

. .. the Lakota grouped all their activities by fours. This was because they recognized four

directions: the west, the north, the east, and the south; four divisions of time: the day, the

night, the moon, and the year; four parts to everything that grows from the ground: the

roots, the stem, the leaves, and the fruit; four kinds of things that breathe: those that crawl,

those that fly, those that walk on four legs, and those that walk on two legs; four things
above the world: the sum, the moon, the sky, and the stars; four kinds of gods: the great;’

the associates of the great, the gods below them, and the spirit kind; four periods of hu
man life: babyhood, childhood, adulthood, and old age; and finally, mankind had four fingeri
on each hand, four toes on each foot, and the thumbs and the great toes of each taken &
gether are four. Since the Great Spirit caused everything to be in fours, mankind shoiil
- do everything possible in fours.® 3

Expounding on the wakan character of the circle, Ogh]ailblyman‘lhomasTyon;zﬁad:

- .. thedircle fis] sacred because the Great Spirit caused everything to be round except stone.
Stone is the implement of destruction. The sun and the sky, the earth and the moon are
round like a shield, though the sky is deep like 2 bowl. Everything that breathes is round
like the body of a2 man. Everything that grows from the ground is round like the stem of a
tree. Since the Great Spirit has caused everything to be round mankind should look upon
the circle as sacred for it is the symbol of all things in nature except stone . . . For theserea-
sons the Oglala make their tipis circular, their camp circle circular and sit in a cirde in all

ceremonies.’

Cofor . | | |

: Although the Lakotas believed that there

7 were maany Wakangi, they nevertheless considered all of them embodiments of a greater,
 intangible unity. As Little Wound lucidly observed, “Wanka Tinks are many. But they are
© 1 the same as one."5'Lakotas associated the sicun of each Wakanpi, whether good oz
: baﬂ,wiﬂ!acdm.AccmdingtoﬁWId.‘Redisthecolorofﬂlesm;bluc,ﬂmcolorofthe;:

- moving spirit; green, the color of the spirit of the earth; and yellow, the color of the spi=
of the rock. These colors,” he continued, “are for other spirits. Blue is the color of
wind; red is the color of all spirits. The colors are the same for the friends [Wakan
layapi) of the Great Spirits. Black is the color of the bad spirits.™ .~ - )

Among the sixteen Wakan Tanka, the Lakotas most revered and loved Wi, the Sun, rar:

and other Lakota holy men: “Red is the-color that belongs to the.Sun . . . This color =
evoked by shamans, and represents the coming and the going of the Sun. When one wears
red the Sun is pleased and will listen to such a one. The Indians are red, so they are th=
~Favorite people of the Sun. The Sun provides everything for them "
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narmted by Thunder-bear runs as follows . o
Once 8 War paxty of four men was out near the Black Hillg, we.lking along. Thay;' '
'He came up to the top of a hill when he turned into a man. This they thought'

r him, As they came nearer, they saw that the mysterious man carrled & lance.

llowed up, they saw him standing as before; but with a miwateni fance, He aemg'; - :_:
ol of the songs, Then he vanished, e A ¢

0 s o o o 2

' mge. . olala Lanige, ~ Dras by Thuinder-besr,

, Once again they saw him, but now with aka.ngl yuha lance. Evaryhhinghappmd
8 before, except that as he ran he became a grey wolf and waited, The four men
pproached and stood around, The wolf said, My brethren, I give your thess
iarges and obligations. You shall head fout different societies: eante tinza, tokals,.
vabani, and kangl yuha, Go home and'each ket up & tipi within the camp circle;’

ow, go home’ -
Ho the four men seb oub bem:ing their lances.. They were, four daya on the.

{ appeaved again: "Before you resch your camp send two men shead. Tell the
toplo to move camp, to go toward the north, to & nice flat near & stream. .Asyou
1p there many buffalo will come from the north and on the following morning you: -
1L kill many of thom, As tho camp is being moved you are tokeep out to the rear,.

en the four tipis are ready in the new cemp, you may come in and enter them.” .. .
While they sat out'in the rear waiting for the new camp to-be pitehed, a man-

5, Sash and supporting Stake uséd in the Miwatent, Drawlogs by Thunder-bear,

ow-wmg haix ofnament and oarned J wooden staff about an arm long. He said:~

te

w & large wolf running about as if at random, He oarried something in his mouth, < - N
ysterious, but ‘took him for an enemy, They threw down their robes and rushed - :

@ held & rattle in one hand dnd sang e song as if to raise his courage, Asthey ' .
‘npproached, he threw the rattle down, thrust the lauce into the ground, and, runhing SR

" The party took up the larice and the ra.ttle, but pressed on to ses whait had beeome L
the mysterious man, Presently they saw him standing oh the opposite side of & -
ream Wwith another lance and s rattle, Then he began to dance and sliig tokls
ngs. Now, they were mystified, but rushed him again. Ag before, he threw down "~ .-
o rattle, thrust the lance into the ground and vanished over & hill-top. When they ©

‘ lmngi yuhato thenorth of the door, the cante tinze to the south; the miwatani . -
he north rear, the tokala ot the south rear, The cante tinza shall male lancesof .-
ih, the tokala of willow, tha mlwutmxi of box-elder and the kangi yuha of oharry R

mey and on the fourth night eamped in sight of their pedple, That night the

o up and sat down at their left, . He was painted with blue and red. stripes, wore - o
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ance‘s‘that you might ‘bacom
ot should have a whistle

So-all went out and gathered material to begm their eight days’ task. They
made the lances s ordered. * For painting them the cante tinza uses & pinkish red;

- powerful for the good of your people

" skins.

birds ghall be the eagle, spotted e
agle,. o
Cante tinza, you shall tan otterskin ’we11~
ﬁ: paint your lance red and arrange four
Mtﬂsoxv?le;z:ﬂ);?chK:r;w;&;nx, you ga.ﬁzz you ce red and decorate at one ple
h a,you shall hav ce.a8long as am ;
;t vz;th o:o;v and magpie feathers continuously: from top tg bottox:n ::de(alzggm
en A‘:: a.It;1 e top and a spotted-eagle tail feather at each of two mtem,xedlate poin
ol kc;l :.}:fe -asked men to place two calf gkins: at the tipi for the cante tinzs;
ka.ngfyu l?;, tw(:) zs:;:fe ’k for thedmlwata.nx & bunch of wing bones for whistles; for

ski
pr it ng; and for cante tinza, 8 wolf skm, a.n antelope gkin, to ea
The insides of the tipis, I have ordered st
rewn thh sage grass, very thi
back, You are to teach the different’ songs and the da.m:ets.g Alf wf:zer 1:: afht
shalkget l11118,211)' bui;falo L Now, you may ernter the tipis.” 4
e door of each tipi was stationed an old man. ‘Bach lead

er dire ted
:?;;lte ten representative young men. All sat down to a feast. Cantectmz:I;?u
: ou get an antelope and two calf hides, feathers of the eagle, spotted eagle and o
also two otterskins and some sinew.” Tokala ordered feathers of hawk, magpie, &
zpotted eagle, also eagle down, two calf-skins, an antelope gkin and sinew, l\éiw
agl Zz;lered eagle feathers, owl feathers, wing bones, paint and sinew. Kangiyu
or ez cx(‘low feathere, eagle tail feathers, two calfskins, an antelope skin, dark b
paint, and some sinew. Four vu-gms were then called i in to dress some butfalo ¢

7y owl orow, magpie, and large haw)
d: your lance with it. Tolal

v

feathers with four differe

» Toward evening four stran
g6 men were seen a.pproachmg The leaders orde
allﬂtlotsgi still. Just at dark & man entered each tipi bearing a straight pipe f;lli
:;1711 obacco and placed it before the leader. - Each said; “The one who gave ¥,
_ these things, sent us here to teach you the songs.‘ You hewe been gwen lon lif
‘and great power, Now stand up.” ‘ ;
H¥ou shall make five more lances like these, Th 5
_ en 1o enemy can overcome
“You Fs};;ll x:;e drums, whistles, and raétles. Now, I shall teach you the songs.”yqu
iy s In(:)};dseﬁi ten songshand then two more,. Aftér one singing each ivas
‘ o, s
g o s y Iwere three aongs, three da.nee songs, three aongs, and ﬁna,ll
Now, the cante tinza had four lances wre; (
pped with otter fur tw h
painted red with e buffalo horn on the end. From the buffalo r,awh?dis g:vtoi::s

we t
T e;e cut and decorated with eagle feathers; one sa.sh was pamted blue and the ot

“Now; I shall instruct you how to
go to war. Fnrst you' wxll meet h
, buffalo, pursuing them will be four men. These you shall kill; each socle:y :Zd k?l
ﬁtexevw;;h 8 la%ntlae. TNlc:w, I shall go away. When lances are being made you mi
ery carefu

vmstruct b ake eight days for this work, I shall return each evening
-."." Then, the man turned into & gra; .

y wolf a,nd ran out i
out at 'the opening in the clrcle through the camp s

\ ; this (the staff). Tokala, here is i aiE X
whistle, Kangl yuha,, yt')u ehall lf&:thISaiz Thi iwatani, you also shall ha tokala, yellow; miwatani, red; .and kangi yuha, dark blue. For eight nights the
obposite ‘eksh obher in the samp on‘ole) o é splaces the rattles and whist work went on. Thirty more young men were invited to join .each society. The
). For decorations on the lances, the chif tokala made a globular rattle with a fox skin guard; they painted it yellow. The

miwatani painted red, wore a bunch of owl feathers on & stick for a-. hair ornament,
hung whistles on their necks and carried rattles of dew-claws. The kangl yuha.

painted dark blue and had four rattles for the singers.

On the evening of the seventh day the instructors said, “All w111 be completed
by morning. You must select the best young men to hold the lances. Then you
must march around the camp, dnncmg before the tipis of chiefs. On the mnth day
you shall kill the four enemies.”

All these instructions were carried out.
buffalo approaching. (They were also instructed that a white buffalo would be in 4

the herd and that, if it was killed, the buffalo would always follow the camp.) Bo ¢ i i
they killed buffalo and then the four enemies as predicted. e
Now, there was great rejoicing in the camp. At the fourth evening the four )
gtrange men came again. Now, they directed that there should be two men: th.h
short lances, who in battle ghould thrust their lances into the ground and not run:
back. The tokala two lance men shall stand far apart with the members between. e
The kangi yuha have two lance men in the middle and one ab ea,ch end of the hne. '.H :
These and all other instructions were handed down. ‘ i

A

Emly in the morning one saw & herd of )

with the versions rendered by some other‘\
informants. It implies an original similarity in function and, hence that all- \
four were-akicita organizations. Though it is claimed that, later: ‘the mix i
watani ranked with the older men and was not called upon for akicita’
service, it took in_boys and young men. Reference to our statistics fails
to show any age dlﬁ'erences Therefore, though this pomt cannot be settled, .
it appears likely that the exemption from akicita service and the different :
mode of selecting candidates; was & later development. However, as we are ok
here concerned with the functlons of these societies, we have accepted the = -
clagsification of the Oglala themselveg As noted we have found it generally
consistent with the data collected on the. vauous organizations. .
Notwithstanding the myths there are 111§t01'1ca1 traditions for the ongm
of many societies. It is gaid that the ihoka came from the Crow, the mi-"*
watan from the Mandan, and the wiciska from“the Cheyenne. e
found nothing among the Crow to suggest the ihokn.. As to the wiciska
which is sometimes called the shield bearers, the Cheyenn fford no parallel.
Thus, while there is no good reason for taking these traditio seriously, it
is interesting to note that similar organizations were attributed o the Crow
by Lewis and Clark (a, Vol. 1, 130). o N
As stated elsewhere the Oglala were formerly dmded mto four i
pendent camps with slightly different forms of government.
was for. each of these to orgamze duphcate societies, except in the case. of

“./The main points in this agree

We have: "~

The tendency '{ o



